Jerilyn Moore bio interviewed by David Bledsoe
Jerilyn was born in Lima, OH on July 15, 1979. She
attended Bath Elementary in Lima through 4th grade.
Her family moved to Brentwood, TN in 1989 where
she attended Lipscomb Elementary, Brentwood Middle
followed by one year at Brentwood High School.
Jerilyn graduated high school from Lighthouse
Christian School in Antioch in 1997. Math & science
were her favorite subjects.
Aside from construction projects, Jerilyn’s hobbies
generally center around anything outdoors. She loves
animals (she has two large dogs), boating, hiking,
biking, swimming, flying with her dad and scuba
diving. Her activities often revolve around family and
her greatest passion… kids. With the combined
children of her four sisters, Jerilyn has 14 nieces and
nephews … who keep her pretty busy. With these 14
children, “she is on the go, having fun while playing a
lot of ball … soccer, baseball, etc.”
Jerilyn is somewhat of a movie buff with an old Fred MacMurray film, "The Happiest
Millionaire," being her favorite. More recently she has taken a liking to "Lord of the
Rings" and the “Borne Identity” series. She enjoys watching baseball and football,
cheering for the Atlanta Braves, Tennessee Titans, and THE Ohio State Buckeyes.
As a young lady growing up, Jerilyn was very active in the Girl Scouts, 4-H and church
youth groups. During her high school years and two years following, she worked with
Kids and Company, a “drop in” daycare facility in Green Hills. In the daycare setting,
Jerilyn developed her passion for working with small children and sharing God’s love.
After leaving Kids and Company, Jerilyn worked several years as a self-employed
nanny. From 2005 – present, she has been employed with her church, Brentwood
Baptist in reception/security. She enjoys her work, answering phones, guiding folks in
the right direction and keeping the facilities secure. With the flexibility that her job
affords, Jerilyn wraps herself into ministries nationwide. She most definitely embodies
the life of a servant’s heart.
Jerilyn has been a member of Brentwood Baptist Church since 1991. She has served
on BBC’s Kairos leadership team for three years. Kairos is a bible study group that
attracts about 1200 people, primarily teenagers and young adults each Tuesday
evening throughout the year. One of the interesting facts about the Kairos bible study
group is that people from all walks of life and faiths “come together for one purpose …
to share their faith and love of God.”
Initial Habitat involvement for Jerilyn began in West Palm Beach Florida. She had gone
there to check out a college. After a few days, she decided that the college wasn’t

where she needed to be, but was invited to participate in a Habitat build. After two days
of volunteering, she developed what Steve Lewis refers to as Habititus, an incurable
desire to serve. Jerilyn subsequently signed up for a Habitat Global Village opportunity
and headed to the South Pacific island country of Fiji. Upon her return to Brentwood,
Jerilyn said “If I can go half way around the world to help build a home, I can
surely help build a Habitat home in my own community.” Thus began Jerilyn’s
service with the Nashville Area and Williamson County Habitat for Humanity affiliates in
2001. Until dislocating her shoulder while doing the butterfly swim, she volunteered
almost every weekend for two straight years. Being only 22 years of age when Jerilyn
first volunteered with Habitat, Russ Griffith, NAHFH’s Construction Manager at the time
couldn’t believe that Jerilyn was volunteering simply out of the goodness of her heart.
After a few consecutive weeks of her participation, Russ inquired “okay Jerilyn, where’s
your community service paperwork for me to sign?” Russ soon realized that Jerilyn’s
service was never judicially based, but rather that she served out of love … judiciously.
Jerilyn loves to see things start from the dirt and come to a complete home. She
loves to see deserving families earn sweat equity hours … evidence of Habitat’s
model, “a hand up and not a hand out.”
In addition to her service with Habitat, Jerilyn has also been involved for several years
with the ministry of Luis Palau, which has taken her all over the country. Being involved
with a festival of ministry throughout the US, as well as Fiji and Jamaica, has truly
developed Jerilyn’s heart for those less fortunate, still seeking their Savior. Being
involved with the Palau Festivals has also allowed Jerilyn to take her Habitat building
skills to the world of extreme sports by building the skate park ramps used during the
week long Festivals.
Numerous ministry opportunities have been afforded to Jerilyn as a single person, for
which she is so grateful to God. However, anyone who knows Jerilyn well will not be
surprised to know that her ultimate goal in life is to become a wife and a mother. With
her many years of service with children and youth groups through family, church and
work, God has prepared Jerilyn well for the plans that he has in store for her … and her
future husband. She believes strongly in God’s purpose – and God’s timing. Her favorite
quote from her grandfather, Carl Moore who went to be with Jesus December 13, 2010
would be “Stay the course, keep the faith!” For Jerilyn, this is more than just a quote, it
is a core principle that guides everything that she is and who she ultimately is to
become.

