
Wanda Bruce Graham bio interviewed by David Bledsoe 

Wanda was born in Paris, TN on June 4, 1953. She 
graduated from Henry County High School in Paris in 
1971 and earned a Bachelor of Science degree from 
Austin Peay University in Clarksville, TN in 1975. 
While serving in the Army at Fort Benning, GA,  she  
earned her Master of Science degree in Management 
from Troy State University in Troy, AL. She says 
“English was my favorite subject, I love to read 
constantly and I should have been an educator.” She 
is presently working towards an Associate Degree in 
Computer Applications Technology from the National 
College of Business & Technology.   

After school and summer jobs included working at a 
variety store snack bar, Dairy Queen, a children’s 
nursery and her favorite job, working with her step-
father at Michigan ANR Pipeline.  She liked being 
outside on the pipeline and often found time on breaks 
to read.  During her teenage years, she volunteered 

as a hospital Candy Striper, Friends of the Library and served as president of her 
church youth group and choir.  She participated in Henry County community sports later 
serving as a manager for her High School women’s basketball team. 

While serving in the military, Wanda enjoyed jogging and playing volleyball.  She enjoys 
spectator sports and is a Tennessee Titans season ticket holder. Her nephew attends 
Belmont University where she looks forward to attending Bruins’ basketball games. 
While living in the New York City area, she was a fan of Broadway shows and plays.  
One of Wanda’s favorite things is traveling, seeing new places and making new friends. 
She enjoys fine arts with membership in the Frist Center, Cheekwood and visits to 
Tennessee Performing Arts Center and the Schermerhorn Symphony Center.  

In 1983 while assigned to the St Louis, MO Military Entrance Processing Station, 
Wanda met U.S. Marine Master Sergeant William (Bill) Graham. Wanda says “I was first 
attracted to Bill when I noticed how sharp he looked in that Marine uniform … and he 
always had a kind smile.” The St Louis assignment was Wanda’s first active duty 
assignment and Bill’s last. Another interesting fact is that many of Wanda and Bill’s co-
workers thought that the two of them did not like each other very much. Wanda is a true 
professional and always placed her performance of duties as top priority. That often 
meant that she had to set the man she had fallen in love with straight. “I think the 
Master Sergeant came to appreciate my straight forward nature. He never had to guess 
as to where I stood on any given issue.” The appreciation and admiration was obviously 
mutual as they became husband and wife on December 8, 1984. Upon Wanda’s 
retirement in 2003, the couple moved to Brentwood, TN where they are active members 
of south Nashville’s Bethel World Outreach Center. Wanda and Bill serve in many 



aspects of their church’s ministry, they co-facilitate a greeting ministry team and a 
couples’ Bible study.  She is very active with the women’s ministry.  Bill, a Williamson 
County Master Gardener, serves as the church’s volunteer gardener.  God, family and 
church have always been the center of Wanda’s life. She loves serving with numerous 
organizations, but makes it known up front that should her family or church have a 
pressing need, they come first. Wanda’s 2 step children, 4 grandchildren and 2 great 
grandsons live in Georgia and California.   

After graduating Austin Peay, Wanda worked for four different federal agencies at Fort 
Campbell, KY and in Nashville from 1975 until she left for full-time military service in 
1982 while working for the Department of Agriculture’s Farmers Home Administration.  
She joined the Army Reserve in Nashville, TN in March 1979 where she served for 2½ 
years.  Wanda was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the Army Reserves through 
the TN Army National Guard’s Officer Candidate School in 1981.  She transferred to the 
National Guard for 6 months and while attending her Officer Basic Course in 
Indianapolis, IN requested a release from the National Guard for full-time military 
service.  Her active military service began in May 1982 and Wanda retired in September 
2003 as a Lieutenant Colonel.  Being a commander three times in her career, as a 
Captain, Major and Lieutenant Colonel were her most extremely fulfilling assignments.  
She flourished in the high pressure environment, welcoming every obstacle and 
challenge as a new opportunity. Such was the case with her breaking new ground, 
becoming the first female company commander of an all-male processing unit at Fort 
Benning, GA.  One of Wanda’s most rewarding assignments would be her two years of 
service on the Army Staff in the Pentagon in Washington. With privileged information in 
her grasp, her eyes were opened to just how the Armed Services really functioned. 
Wanda recalls one young lady that she had the pleasure of working with at the 
Pentagon, Lisa Young.  After Wanda left her Pentagon assignment, Lisa was killed 
while delivering paperwork from Wanda’s old office on September 11, 2001. With the 
barbarous perpetrations our country encountered that sunny September morning, Lisa 
as well as many others died when Flight 77’s Boeing 757 crashed into the Pentagon. 
Such acts of heroism witnessed on 9-11 in defense of our freedoms serve to fuel 
Wanda’s passion for volunteerism with organizations such as “Operation Stand Down”. 

With the advent of the Women Build, Wanda became involved with Habitat this year. 
She enthusiastically raised more than three times the amount requested from each 
participant. She says “I shudder to think of how my life would be if I had not been 
blessed with the stability of a safe and loving home. We had good Christian neighbors, 
most of which owned their own homes. My mom taught me to treat others the way that I 
want to be treated, to be thankful for what we have and that to whom much is given, of 
him or her shall be much required.” Wanda says “The reason I am drawn to Habitat is 
that I see so many families in need of affordable housing in such an affluent 
community, people who were born and raised here but simply can’t afford to stay 
here. I believe that we are helping people save their children’s futures through 
our efforts of providing safe and affordable housing. I know the importance of 
having a good home. I count it a blessing to be a part of Habitat and am honored 
to serve on the Board of Directors of Habitat for Humanity of Williamson County.”  


